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Date: 12.05.2026
Ref.: AA-ONHP-2017/11/EC/May 26/1

Head of Office,
Integrated Regional Office, Guwahati 
Ministry of Env., Forest and Climate Change 
4th Floor, Housefed Building
G.S. Road Rukminigaon 
Guwahati 781022, Assam

Sub: Six-monthly Report on progressive compliance to Environmental Clearance (EC) conditions for 
Onshore Oil and Gas Exploration, Appraisal and Early Production in AA-ONHP-2017/11 Block in Jorhat 
and Golaghat districts of Assam.

Ref: File no. SEIAA.1719/2021 dated 01.02.2022, EC Identification No.EC22B002AS110231 dtd.01.02.2022

Dear Sir,

We are pleased to submit a point wise compliance status report of the conditions stipulated in the 
Environmental Clearance accorded by SEIAA, Assam for AA-ONHP-2017/11 Block for the period of October
2025 to March 2026.

Thanking you,

Yours faithfully,
For Vedanta Limited (Div.: Cairn Oil & Gas)

Dr. Bhoma Ram Jat 
Chief Environment Officer - Cairn ESG
E-mail id: Bhomaram.jat@cairnindia.com 
Mob# +91 8003996696

Enclosures: As above

Copy to:
1. The Member Secretary, Pollution Control Board, Assam
2. Regional Director, Regional Directorate Office, Central Pollution Control Board, Nongthymmai, Shillong, 

Meghalaya
3. The Chairman, SEIAA, Assam
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SIX MONTHLY REPORT 
ON PROGRESSIVE COMPLIANCE TO ENVIRONMENTAL CLEARANCE CONDITIONS 

 

Project name: Onshore Oil & Gas Exploration & Appraisal project & Early production in AA-ONHP-
2017/11 Block in Jorhat & Golaghat districts of Assam 

Environmental Clearance no.: File No. SEIAA.1719/2021 dated 01.02.2022, 
EC Identification No.: EC22B002AS110231 

Reporting period: October 2025 to March 2026 

Project activity during reporting 
period: 

No exploratory & appraisal well drilling and early production activities carried out in 
the reporting period. 

Overall status of activities w.r.t. 
project defined in EC: 

Project defined in EC:  

• Drilling of Exploratory & Appraisal Wells: 11 Nos. 
• Early Production Units (EPUs)/ Quick Production Units (QPUs): 4 Nos.   

• Early Production: 8000 BOPD Crude Oil & 1.6 MMSCFD Natural gas. 

Overall Status: 
No Exploration & Appraisal well drilling and Early production activities carried out in 
the AA-ONHP-2017-11 block till date. 

 

S. 
No. 

EC Conditions Compliance Status 

I Statutory Compliance  
i. The project proponent shall obtain forest clearance under the 

provisions of Forest (Conservation) Act, 1986, in case of the 
diversion of forest land for non-forest purpose involved in the 
project. 

Not applicable. No forest land involved in block. 

ii. The project proponent shall obtain clearance from the National 
Board for Wildlife, if applicable. 

No protected area, no well location within ESZ. 

iii. The project proponent shall prepare a Site-Specific Conservation 
Plan & Wildlife Management Plan and approved by the Chief 
Wildlife Warden. The recommendations of the approved Site-

Specific Conservation Plan/ Wildlife Management Plan shall be 
implemented in consultation with the State Forest Department. 
The implementation report shall be furnished along with the six-
monthly compliance report. (in case of the presence of Schedule-I 
species in the study area) 

Not Applicable 
 

iv. The Project proponent shall obtain Consent to Establish/ Operate 
under the provisions of Air (Prevention & Control of Pollution) Act, 

1981 and the Water (Prevention & Control of Pollution) Act, 1974 
from the concerned State Pollution Control Board/ Committee. 

Consent to establish / operate will be obtained 
prior to drilling. 

                     

v. The project proponent shall obtain authorization under the 
Hazardous and other Waste Management Rules, 2016 as 
amended from time to time. 

Hazardous waste authorization will be obtained 
prior to drilling. 

vi. The Company shall strictly comply with the rules and guidelines 
under Manufacture, Storage, and Import of Hazardous Chemicals 

(MSIHC) Rules, 1989 as amended time to time. All transportation 
of Hazardous Chemicals shall be as per the Motor Vehicle Act 
(MVA), 1989 

Noted 

II. Air quality monitoring and preservation  

i. The project proponent shall install 24X7 continuous emission 
monitoring system at process stacks to monitor stack emission 
with respect to standards prescribed in Environment (Protection) 

Rules 1986 and connected to SPCB and CPCB online servers and 
calibrate these systems from time to time according to equipment 
supplier specification through labs recognized under Environment 

(Protection) Act, 1986 or NABL accredited laboratories. 

No exploratory & appraisal well drilling and early 
production activity till date. To be complied with 
during project activity in future. 

ii. The project proponent shall monitor fugitive emissions in the 
plant premises at least once in every quarter through labs 
recognized under environment (Protection) Act, 1986. 

No exploratory & appraisal well drilling and early 
production activity till date. To be complied with 
during project activity in future. 
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S. 
No. 

EC Conditions Compliance Status 

iii. The project proponent shall install system to carryout Ambient Air 
Quality monitoring for common/criterion parameters relevant to 
the main pollutants released (e.g. PMIO and PM25 in reference to 
PM emission, and S02 and NOX in reference to S02 and NOX 
emissions) within and outside the plant area at least at four 
locations (one within and three outside the plant area at an angle 
of 120 each), covering upwind and downwind directions. 

No exploratory & appraisal well drilling and early 
production activity till date. To be complied with 
during project activity in future. 

iv. To control source and the fugitive emissions, suitable pollution 
control devices shall be installed to meet the prescribed norms 
and/or the NAAQS. Sulphur content should not exceed 0.5% in 
the coal for use in coal fired boilers to control particulate 
emissions within permissible limits (as applicable). The gaseous 
emissions shall be dispersed through stack of adequate height as 
per CPCB/ SPCB guidelines. 

No exploratory & appraisal well drilling and early 
production activity till date. To be complied with 
during project activity in future. 

v. Storage of raw materials, coal etc shall be either stored in silos or 
in covered areas to prevent dust pollution and other fugitive 
emissions. 

No exploratory & appraisal well drilling and early 
production activity till date. To be complied with 
during project activity in future. 

vi. National Emissions Standards for Organic Chemicals 
Manufacturing Industry issued by the Ministry vide G.S.R. 608(E) 

dated 21st July 2010 and amended from time to time shall be 
followed.  

Not relevant to the oil & gas exploration & 
production projects. 

vii. The National Ambient Air Quality Emission Standards issued by 
the Ministry vide G.S.R. No. 826(E) dated 16th November 2009 
shall be complied with. 

No exploratory & appraisal well drilling and early 
production activity till date. To be complied with 
during project activity in future. 

III. Water quality monitoring and preservation  

i. The project proponent shall provide online continuous 
monitoring of effluent, the unit shall install web camera with night 
vision capability and flow meters in the channel/ drain carrying 
effluent within the premises (applicable in case of the projects 
achieving ZLD) 

No exploratory & appraisal well drilling and early 
production activity till date. To be complied with 
during project activity in future. 

ii. As already committed by the project proponent, Zero Liquid 
Discharge shall be ensured, and no waste/ treated water shall be 
discharged outside the premises (applicable in case of the projects 
achieving the ZLD). 

To be complied with 

iii. The effluent discharge shall conform to the standards prescribed 
under the Environment (Protection) Rules, 1986, or as specified 
by the State Pollution Control Board while granting Consent under 
the Air/Water Act, whichever is more stringent. 

To be complied with 

iv. Total freshwater requirement shall not exceed the proposed 
quantity or as specified by the Committee. Prior permission shall 
be obtained from the concerned regulatory authority/ CGWA in 
this regard. 

No ground water will be extracted for this 
project. 

v. Process effluent/any wastewater shall not be allowed to mix with 
storm water. The storm water from the premises shall be 
collected and discharged through a separate conveyance system. 

To be complied with 

vi. The company harvest rainwater from the roof tops of the 
buildings and storm water drains to recharge the ground water 
and utilized the same for different industrial operations within the 
plant. 

Drilling is a very short-term activity. Rainwater 
harvesting not feasible during exploration phase. 

vii. The DG sets shall be equipped with suitable Pollution control 
devices and the adequate stack height so that the emissions are 
in conformity with the extant regulations and the guidelines in 

this regard. 

No exploratory & appraisal well drilling and early 
production activity till date. To be complied with 
during project activity in future. 

IV. Noise monitoring and preservation  
i. Acoustic enclosure shall be provided to DG set for controlling the 

noise pollution. 
To be complied with 
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S. 
No. 

EC Conditions Compliance Status 

ii. The overall noise levels in and around the plant area shall be kept 
well within the standards by providing noise control measures 
including acoustic hoods, silencers, enclosures etc, on all sources 
of noise generation. 

Noted for compliance 

iii. The ambient noise levels should conform to the standards 
prescribed under E(P)A Rules, 1986 viz, 75 dB(A) during daytime 
and 70 dB(A) during night-time. 

Noted for compliance 

V. Energy conservation measures  

i. The energy sources for lighting purposes shall preferably be LED 
based 

No exploratory & appraisal well drilling and early 
production activity till date. To be complied with 
during project activity in future. 

VI. Waste management  

i. Hazardous chemical shall be stored in tanks, tank farms, drums, 
carboys etc. Flame arresters shall be provided on tank farm and 
the solvent transfer through pumps. 

Not relevant to the oil & gas exploration & 
production projects, therefore not applicable. 

ii. Process organic residue and spent carbon, if any, shall be sent to 

cement industries. ETP sludge, process inorganic & evaporation 
salt shall be disposed off to the TSDF. 

Not Applicable 

iii. The Company shall undertake waste minimization measures as 
below: - 

 

 a. Metering and Control of quantities of active ingredients to 
minimize waste. 

Not Applicable 

 b. Reuse of by-products from the process as raw materials or as 
raw material substitutes in other processes. 

Not Applicable 

 c.  Use of automated filling to minimize spillage. Not Applicable 

 d.  Use of Close Feed system into batch reactors. Not Applicable 

 e. Venting equipment through vapors recovery system. Not Applicable 
 f. Use of high-pressure hoses for equipment clearing to reduce 

wastewater generation. 

Not Applicable 

VII. Greenbelt  

i. The green belt of 5-10 m width shall be developed in more than 
33% of the total project area, mainly along the plant periphery, in 
downward wind direction, and along roadsides etc. Selection of 
plant species shall be as per the CPCB guidelines in consultation 
with the State Forest Department. 

Exploratory drilling is a very short-term activity. 
In case of commercially viable discovery of 
hydrocarbons, it will be complied with in 
production phase. 

VIII. Safety, public hearing, and human health issues  

i. Emergency preparedness plan based on the Hazard identification 
and Risk Assessment (HIRA) and Disaster Management Plan shall 
be implemented. 

ERP has been prepared and will be made 
available at site. 

ii. The unit shall make the arrangement for protection of possible fire 
hazards during manufacturing process in material handling. 
Firefighting system shall be as per the norms. 

Adequate fire protection measures will be made 
available at site. 

iii. The PP shall provide Personal Protection Equipment (PPE) as per 
the norms of Factory Act. 

PPEs will be provided to the workers at site. 

iv. Training shall be imparted to all employees on safety and health 
aspects of chemicals handling. Pre-employment and routine 
periodical medical examinations for all employees shall be 
undertaken on regular basis. Training to all employees oh 
handling of chemicals shall be imparted. 

Regular trainings and awareness programme will 
be conducted at site. 

v. Provision shall be made for the housing of construction labour 
within the site with all necessary infrastructure and facilities such 

as fuel for cooking, mobile toilets, mobile STP, safe drinking water, 
medical health care, creche etc. The housing may be in the form 
of temporary structures to be removed after the completion of 
the project. 

Not applicable. 
No housing for construction workers proposed 

at drill site. 

vi. Occupational health surveillance of the workers shall be done on 

a regular basis and records maintained as per the Factories Act. 

Regular health check-up will be done at site. 
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S. 
No. 

EC Conditions Compliance Status 

vii. There shall be adequate space inside the plant premises ear 
marked for parking of vehicles for raw materials and finished 
products, and no parking to be allowed outside on public places. 

No exploratory & appraisal well drilling and early 
production activity till date. To be complied with 
during project activity in future. 

IX. Corporate Environment Responsibility  

i. The project proponent shall comply with the provisions contained 
in this Ministry's IOM vide F. No. 22-65/2017-1A Ill dated 1st May 
2018, as applicable, regarding Corporate Environment 
Responsibility. 

Various programs/ activities will be undertaken 
for nearby community. 

ii. The company shall have a well laid down environment policy duly 
approve by the Board of Directors. The environment policy should 
prescribe for standards operating procedures to have proper 
checks and balances and to bring into focus any infringements/ 
violation of the environmental/ forest/wildlife norms/ conditions. 
The company shall have defined system of reporting 
infringements/ deviation/ violation of the environmental/ forest/ 
wildlife norms/ conditions and/ or shareholders/ stake holders. 
The copy of the board resolution in this regard shall be submitted 
to the MOEF& CC as a part of six-monthly report. 

Health, safety, environment & sustainability 
policy duly signed by the CEO of the company 
has been prepared and will be implemented at 
site. 

iii. A separate environmental Cell both at the project and company 

head quarter level, with qualified personnel shall be set up under 
the control of senior Executive, who will directly to the head of 
the organization. 

Environment team with qualified & experienced 

professional has been setup in the company. 
Head of the Environment reports to Chief HSE & 
Sustainability Officer who reports to COO. 

iv. Action plan for implementing EMP and environmental conditions 
along with responsibility matrix of the company shall be prepared 
and shall be duly approved by competent authority. The year wise 
funds earmarked for environmental protection measures shall be 
kept in separate account and not to be diverted for any other 
purpose. Year wise progress of implementation of action plan 
shall be reported to the Ministry/Regional Office along with the 
Six-Monthly Compliance Report. 

No exploratory & appraisal well drilling and early 
production activity till date. To be complied with 
during project activity in future. 

v. Self-environmental audit shall be conducted annually. Every three 
years third party environmental audit shall be carried out. 

No exploratory & appraisal well drilling and early 
production activity till date. To be complied with 
during project activity in future. 

X. Miscellaneous  
i. The project proponent shall make public the environmental 

clearance granted for their project along with the environmental 
conditions and safeguards at their cost by prominently advertising 
it at least in two local newspapers of the District or State, of which 
one shall be in the vernacular language within seven days and in 
addition this shall also be displayed in the project proponent's 
website permanently. 

Advertisement has been published in ‘Assam 
Tribune’ and ‘Dainik Janmabhoomi’ newspapers 
on 04.09.2022 respectively. Copy of the 
Newspapers Advertisements are enclosed in 
Annexure-1. 

ii. The copies of the environmental clearance shall be submitted by 
the project proponents to the Heads of local bodies, Panchayats 
and Municipal Bodies in addition to the relevant offices of the 
Government who in turn has to display the same for 30 days from 
the date of receipt. 

To be complied.  
 

iii. The project proponent shall upload the status of compliance of the 
stipulated environment clearance conditions, including results of 
monitored data on their website and update the same on half-
yearly basis. 

Complied. 
Environmental Compliance is being prepared 
and uploaded on website on regular basis.   

iv. The project proponent shall monitor the criteria pollutants level 
namely, PM 10, S02, NOX (ambient levels as well as stack 

emissions) or criteria sectoral parameters, indicated for the 
projects and display the same at a convenient location for 
disclosure to the public and put on the website of the company. 

No exploratory & appraisal well drilling and early 
production activity till date. To be complied with 

during project activity in future. 

v. The project proponent shall submit six-monthly reports on the 
status of the compliance of the stipulated environmental 

Complied. 
Six-monthly compliance report is being prepared 
and submitted regularly.  
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S. 
No. 

EC Conditions Compliance Status 

conditions on the website of the ministry of Environment, Forest, 
and Climate Change at environment clearance portal. 

vi. The project proponent shall submit the environmental statement 
for each financial year in Form-V to the concerned State Pollution 
Control Board as prescribed under the Environment (Protection) 
Rules, 1986, as amended subsequently and out on the website of 
the company. 

Noted for compliance 

vii. The project proponent shall inform the Regional Office as well as 
the Ministry, the date of financial closure and final approval of the 
project by the concerned authorities, commencing the land 
development work and start of production operation by the 
project. 

Noted for compliance 

viii. The project authorities must strictly adhere to the stipulations 
made by the State Pollution Control Board and the State 
Government. 

Noted 

ix. The project proponent shall abide by all the commitments and 
recommendations made in the EIA/ EMP report, commitment 
made during Public Hearing and also that during their 
presentation to the Expert Appraisal Committee. 

To be complied with. 

x. No further expansion or modifications in the plant shall be carried 
out without prior approval of the Ministry of Environment Forest 
and Climate Change (MoEF&CC). 

Noted 

xi. Concealing factual data or submission of false/ fabricated data 
may result in revocation of this environmental clearance and 
attract action under the provisions of Environment (Protection) 
Act, 1986. 

Noted 

xii. The Ministry may revoke or suspend the clearance, if 
implementation of any of the above conditions is not satisfactory. 

Noted 

xiii. The Ministry reserves the right to stipulate additional conditions 
if found necessary. The Company in a time bound manner shall 
implement these conditions. 

Noted 

xiv. The Regional Office of this Ministry shall monitor compliance of 
the stipulated conditions. The project authorities should extend 
full cooperation to the officer(s) of the Regional Office by 
furnishing the requisite data / information / monitoring reports. 

Noted 

xv. The above conditions shall be enforced, inter-alia under the 
provisions of the Water (Prevention & Control of Pollution) Act, 
1974, the Air (Prevention & Control of Pollution) Act, 1981, the 
Environment (Protection) Act, 1986, Hazardous and Other Wastes 
(Management and Transboundary Movement) Rules, 2016 and 
the Public Liability Insurance Act, 1991 along with their 
amendments and Rules and any other orders passed by the 
Hon'ble Supreme Court of India/ High Courts and any other Court 
of Law relating to the subject matter. 

Noted 

xvi. Any appeal against this EC shall lie with the National Green 
Tribunal, if preferred, within a period of 30 days as prescribed 
under Section 16 of the National Green Tribunal Act, 2010 

Noted.  
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CITY

LOCAL FORECAST:

Generally cloudy sky
with one or two spells of
rain or thundershower.
Maximum and minimum
temperatures are most
likely to be 33°C and 26°C
respectively.

TEMPERATURE:

Max 33.8°C

Min 26.2°C

WEATHER

Silver jubilee prog
GUWAHATI, Sept 3: The Pan-

jabari Senior Citizens’ Associa-
tion (PSCA), the oldest organi-
sation of the elderly in the State,
will celebrate its silver jubilee
with a daylong programme on
November 23. This was decid-
ed in the general meeting of the
association held at the associa-
tion’s office on Friday.

Addressing the meeting,
senior journalist and founder
member of the association, DN
Chakravartty suggested pro-
grammes to be executed on the
occasion with enthusiasm.

While Chief Minister Himan-
ta Biswa Sarma is likely to in-
augurate the function, Finance
Minister Ajanta Neog will be the
chief guest and parliamentari-
an Queen Ojah will be the spe-
cial guest. – Staff Reporter

GUWAHATI

STAFF REPORTER

GUWAHATI, Sept 3: A Centre

of Advanced Research on Diagnos-

tics in Cancer will come up at the

Indian Institute of Technology (IIT)

Guwahati.

“IIT Guwahati celebrated its 29th

foundation day on September 1 by

signing a memorandum of under-

standing (MoU) with Karkinos

Healthcare Private Limited (KHPL)

for research collaboration on cancer

diagnostics. The MoU was signed

between IITG director TG Sithar-

am and KHPL CEO R Venkatara-

manan. Under the agreement, a

Centre of Advanced Research on Di-

agnostics in Cancer (C-CARD), a

first of its kind in the nation with an

IIT, will be set up at IITG,” said a

statement issued on Friday.

The centre will be equipped and

Cancer research centre to come
up at IIT Guwahati

operated by KHPL at the IITG

premises. The primary aim of this

centre will be to work on research

related to advanced and affordable di-

agnostics solutions for non-communi-

cable diseases, primarily cancer, for

patients from across the nation.

Speaking during the MoU signing

event, Sitharam said, “IITG aspires

to strengthen its research and devel-

opment arsenal and there is no better

way to highlight the same than in es-

tablishing C-CARD by KHPL, in the

heart of our institute. In the near fu-

ture, we envision to extend this cen-

tre of excellence with the activities of

Assam Advanced Healthcare Innova-

tion Institute, the upcoming multi-spe-

cialty hospital at IITG, to inculcate

next-generation scientific and techno-

logical innovations in the area of

healthcare. I thank Chief Minister

Himanta Biswa Sarma and the Assam

government for their trust in making

IITG one of the major knowledge and

technology partners in the immedi-

ate future.”

Both parties will collaborate on

various initiatives including estab-

lishing large-scale onco-diagnostic

services in conjunction with Assam

Cancer Care Hospitals across the

State to prepare a comprehensive

cancer atlas for the Northeast, be-

sides for establishment of Next

Generation Sequencing and Whole

Genome Sequencing facilities to

identify India-specific hereditary

origin of cancer, capability develop-

ment on high-end data analytics us-

ing Artificial Intelligence and Ma-

chine Learning techniques, working

on high-quality informatics for re-

search and development through

comprehensive genomic landscape

identification, developing capacity

through academic collaboration on

clinical excellence, and setting up

partnerships with biotech and phar-

ma majors, the statement added.

As a part of this initiative, in the

near future, IITG and KHPL will also

collaborate on research projects re-

lated to molecular biology, cell biolo-

gy, genomics, proteomics, diagnostics,

therapeutics, bioinformatics, data sci-

ence, entrepreneurship development

and other multi-disciplinary and trans-

lational areas.

“Assam has made giant strides in

cancer care. Karkinos is pleased to

further these efforts and partner with

IIT Guwahati in bringing cutting-edge

cancer diagnostics and advanced re-

search to the people of Northeast. We

see this as the first phase of a long and

wide-ranging partnership that will re-

define cancer care in this region and

beyond,” Venkataramanan said.

Chief Justice of Gauhati High Court, Justice RM Chhaya inaugurating the permanent office building of the Assam Human Rights
Commission in the presence of Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma at Rupnagar in Guwahati, on Saturday. – UB Photos

GUWAHATI, Sept 3: WRI India, in

partnership with Assam Energy De-

velopment Agency (AEDA), launched

an online, open source, interactive

geo-spatial platform for the State,

called Energy Access Explorer (EAE)

in the city recently. The EAE will help

visualise the extent of energy access

at Assam’s health, education and live-

lihood infrastructures. This will in

turn assist policymakers, renewable

energy industry entrepreneurs, inves-

tors and researchers from the devel-

opment sector to make integrated and

impactful decisions to expand energy

access in the State, in the most effi-

cient, cost-effective and sustainable

way possible. This was stated in a

press release.

India’s electricity access trajectory

is constantly evolving. In recent

years, a significant policy impetus

from both Central and State govern-

ments to enhance energy access

across the country has been wit-

nessed. While India has achieved al-

most complete household electrifi-

WRI India, AEDA jointly launch Energy
Access Explorer platform for State

cation, many crucial public infrastruc-

tures like healthcare, education and

livelihood facilities continue to lack

access to reliable, sustainable and af-

fordable electricity supply. While the

departments concerned have been

trying to address these problems at

a sectoral level, there is an urgent

need to understand the links be-

tween them and to adopt an inte-

grated approach to solve some of

these challenges.

While Assam has made great strides

in electricity provisioning to homes

in the past decade despite its difficult

terrain, and frequent extreme

weather events, 37.7% of health sub-

centres and 41% schools in rural As-

sam lack access to reliable power, and

this became apparent during the

Covid-19 pandemic years, the state-

ment said.

Speaking at the event, Niraj Verma,

Principal Secretary, Department of

Power, Assam, outlined the State’s

recent achievements in providing elec-

tricity to remote and far-flung com-

munities: “Government of India’s

RDSS scheme attempts to provide

quality and reliable power for both

rural and urban areas. Energy Access

Explorer could help us track demand

as we expand this scheme, but more

importantly, it will help us validate our

claims on energy provision, and there-

fore provide us mid-course correction

possibilities.”

Dr OP Agarwal, CEO, WRI India,

said: “EAE leverages the power of

satellite imagery, combined with local

data to visualise power supply and

demand, and equips electricity plan-

ners, investors and clean energy en-

trepreneurs with the data they need

to close the access gap. We are creat-

ing similar platforms for analysis in

Kenya, Zambia, Uganda, Tanzania,

Ethiopia and other Indian States.”

“Access to electricity is a pre-req-

uisite to achieve the Sustainable De-

velopment Goals (SDG) of good

health, quality education, clean wa-

ter, sanitation and eventually, socio-

economic development. EAE will

help us understand these linkages

and will enable in developing infer-

ences from these data sets. It will

also make this information accessi-

ble to all and enable the tracking of

progress of electricity and develop-

ment service delivery indicators

over time,” said Akansha Saklani,

GIS expert and programme manager

at WRI India’s Energy Programme

as she demonstrated the workings

of EAE and its use cases.

The AEDA is the nodal agency for

Assam to develop the State’s renew-

able energy (RE) sector. Mrinal

Krishna Chaudhury, director, AEDA

said: “In extending our support to

WRI India’s EAE platform, we want

to send across a message – we are on

the cusp of an energy transition glo-

bally, and the AEDA will ensure that

Assam is not left behind. We want RE

entrepreneurs to leverage the data

sets provided by EAE, to look at the

best use cases for renewables and to

make them viable for themselves and

affordable for their consumers.”

MoU signed to make
Assam TB-free

GUWAHATI, Sept 3: “TB requires urgent attention and it is
necessary to involve corporates, public enterprises and pri-
vate sector for a meaningful contribution to this national mis-
sion of TB elimination. To support this goal, India needs a unit-
ed, corporate voice to help combat TB. Corporate can play a
decisive role in the fight against TB,” said Dr Avijit Basu, State
TB Officer cum Joint Director, Department of Health Servic-
es, Government of Assam, while addressing the ceremony of
MoU signing between the Federation of Industry and Com-
merce of Northeastern Region (FINER) and the State TB Cell,
Department of Health Services, Government of Assam, held
here today, stated a press release issued here today.

The objectives of this MoU is to forge convergence at policy,
programme and implementation levels across the various in-
dustry members under the purview of FINER associate offices
for multi-sectoral and accelerated response towards TB-free
Assam and to encourage private sector participation and en-

gagement of member industries, added the release.

KMSS stages protest
GUWAHATI, Sept 3: Police picked up several Krishak Muk-

ti Sangram Samiti (KMSS) members while they were staging
a protest in the Chandmari area of the city on Saturday.

The KMSS members staged the protest in demand to pro-
vide adequate irrigation facilities to the areas in the State, facing
drought-like situation. According to police, the protesters were
trying to gherao the Irrigation department office located in the
Chandmari area. After picking up the protesters, police sent
them to the designated protest site located in the Chachal area.

The KMSS also today submitted a memorandum to the office
of the Chief Minister and urged him to ensure adequate irriga-
tion facilities all over the State. The organisation also demanded
that Assam be declared a drought-hit State and sought a special
financial assistance for the affected farmers. – Staff Reporter

Minister directs pvt rehabilitation centres
to ensure proper living conditions

STAFF REPORTER

GUWAHATI, Sept 3: State

Minister for Social Justice and

Empowerment Pijush Hazarika has

directed the private rehabilitation

centres to ensure proper living

space, regular health check-up,

nutritious food and proper toilet for

its inmates within the next three

months.

After holding a review meeting

with the owners of private ‘rehabili-

tation’ centres in the city today in

the presence of officials from the

police and the health department as

well as the Commissioner of the

Guwahati Municipal Corporation

(GMC), the minister also instructed

the formation of a departmental

committee which would come up

with a report on the rehabilitation

centres in the next two months.

 During a surprise visit to one

such private rehabilitation centre

here on last Thursday, the minister

expressed his strong displeasure

over the absence of even the

minimum facilities for the inmates

and announced that the government

would formulate a policy for regulat-

ing the rehabilitation centres.

Addressing the review meeting at

the Chief Minister’s conference hall

in the Janata Bhawan today, Hazarika

urged the owners to follow certain

norms about the minimum necessi-

ties of the inmates of their centres.

Stating that the rehabilitation

centres should immediately focus on

all four aspects of having a maximum

of four inmates in a normal-sized

room, one toilet for every 5 to 7

inmates, nutritious food and regular

health check-up, the Minister

directed that all necessary work

should be completed in this regard

within the next three months.

On the other hand, permission

from the Department of Social

Justice and Empowerment as well as

the Health department and the

district administration will be

required to start a rehabilitation

centre as discussed in today’s

review meeting. The departmental

committee formed today also

comprises owners of eight rehabili-

tation centres. The committee

would submit its report to formulate

a new policy.

On the other hand, the minister

said a strict vigil would be kept to

ensure that no one closes their

centres immediately and put the

inmates in trouble.

As per today’s meeting, the

inmates of the centres, which would

not be able to comply with the

government policy and would want

to close their centres after the next

three months, will be shifted to

government rehabilitation centres.

The government would also think

about the proposal of skill develop-

ment training for 1,000 such resi-

dents, in the next fiscal. Hazarika also

urged the officials of the Health

department and the police to work

together with the Department of

Social Justice and Empowerment for

regular monitoring of the rehabilita-

tion centres so that drug addicts in the

State can be given a new lease of life.

CM inaugurates
permanent
building of
AHRC

GUWAHATI, Sept 3: Chief

Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma

today inaugurated the permanent

building of the Assam Human

Rights Commission (AHRC) at

Rupnagar here today.  

Established in 1996, the

Commission was working

from a rented building at

Bhangagarh so far. The office

building built on a plot of one

bigha is now the permanent

building of the Commission.   

Speaking on the occasion,

the Chief Minister said he felt

really happy to have inaugu-

rated the permanent building

of the Assam Human Rights

Commission at Rupnagar.

The Chief Minister said the

permanent building will help

the overall justice delivery

system.

On the occasion, the Chief

Minister congratulated the

PWD for completing the con-

struction of the building expe-

ditiously in spite of several

impediments, including the

Covid-19 pandemic.

Gauhati High Court Chief Jus-

tice Justice RM Chhaya, AHRC

Chairperson Justice T Vaiphei

and AHRC member Deva Ku-

mar Saikia also spoke on the

occasion. – Staff Reporter

New CBSE,
Guwahati director

GUWAHATI, Sept 3: On su-
perannuation of KK Choudhury,
director and regional officer of
the Regional Office, CBSE,
Guwahati, Thonghkholet
Mate, deputy secretary, has
taken over the charge of the
office with effect from Septem-
ber 1, 2022, an official release

said. – Staff Reporter

Four arrested
GUWAHATI, Sept 3: Police

arrested four members of Veer
Lachit Sena – Kalyan Bhagawa-
ti, Bhaskar Rajbongshi, Bikram
Koch and Dinamani Das - on
the charges of vigilantism here
today. They were arrested
based on a complaint filed by a
Paltanbazar-based business-
man. – Staff Reporter
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